
State of North Carolina 
County Grouping Process 

House of Representatives 



Stephenson Rule 

Groupings must be filled with whole districts 

Districts may not deviate in total population by 
more than plus or minus 5% from the ideal district 
population 

Districts within groupings must have the least 
possible number of crossings over adjacent county 
boundaries 



Groupings drawn using this rule are 
primarily generated using a 

mathematical formulaic process. 



Here is how the grouping process 
develops using the 2010 Census data 

for the county populations 
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